Minutes of the TCES Annual General Meeting

20th July 2011

University of Leeds

Committee Members Present:

Robert Brown, President (RB)

Sarah Cartmell, Secretary (SC)

Mark Lewis, Treasurer (ML)

Laura McNamara (LM)

Vivek Mudera (VM)

Alastair Sloan (AS)

James Phillips (JP)

Alicia El Haj (AEH)

Apologies:

Matt Dalby (MD)

Sheila McNeil (SM)

Felicity Rose (FR)

In Absentia:

Steven Curran (StC)

The meeting was attended by approximately 20 other members

1.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the AGM held on the 29th July 2010 were approved

2. PRESIDENT’S REPORT
RB raised the following issues:

A change in committee structure has been implemented throughout 2010/11. There are now three general activities in the committee – membership, web page management and newsletter management. Each activity has 2-3 members responsible for its progress. 

An interface with UKSB was discussed again. A joint scientific meeting would be welcomed. A joint winter scientific sponsored meeting was discussed. SC and Jude Curran (Liverpool) will discuss further in order to progress this. A focus on supporting PDRA networking will also be discussed as part of this meeting.

An interactive web based forum for early stage researchers to gain advice from the TCES community regarding technical queries was requested – LM will build this interface into the facebook TCES webpage or current webpage.

VM informed the committee that the newsletter format has changed. VM and JP stated that they have prepared a new newsletter that is almost ready to be distributed. The new format will be shorter – 1 page with each article of 3-4 lines with links on each article to be clicked to take the viewer to further information placed o the website.
VM suggested an essay prize to be given for students (e.g. undergraduates who we teach) who have written essays that are novel and relevant to TCES. These essays could be included as an article in the newsletter. AEH mentioned there could be an opportunity for DTC students to contribute to this.

AS mentioned he has updated the TCES membership flyer and will circulate amongst a variety of e-mail listings to market the society.

3. TREASURER’S REPORT
ML reported on the finances of the TCES. The following balance figures were reported:

July 2010 - £6019.79

July 2011 - £7930.40

Income from subscriptions had risen from approximately £1385 in 2010 to more than £2110 in 2011. The Glasgow meeting in 2009 made a profit of £1657. There was no surplus/profit from the 2010 Manchester meeting.

ML indicated that the predicted balance by 2012 may be £8730.40. A float of £5,000 was decided to be kept as a reserve in the TCES account. The following suggestions for TCES financial support / expenditure were raised:

VM suggested financial support for early stage researcher travel bursaries to support lab exchanges / student/post doc motility between UK groups. This suggestion was well received. JH suggested that the winner of such an award could present the resulting data from the exchange at the next TCES meeting. A term ‘short term scientific mission’ (STSM) was discussed as an appropriate term for this lab exchange system (based on current EU terminology).

Travel bursaries were discussed – SC mentioned that we have had approximately 10 applications since she took over as secretary in April and 8 have been awarded.

4. SECRETARY’s REPORT
SC thanked David Lee (in his absence) for all his hard work as TCES secretary over the last few years. SC noted that she had taken over the secretary role as from April 1st 2011 and AS had taken over the membership secretary role from SC as from July 19th 2011. SC reported a major increase in paid-up membership over the past 12 months (from approximately 15 in 2010 to 162 in 2011). SC noted that 2010 TCES abstracts (from Manchester meeting) were online and the 2011 TCES abstracts are also online in the ECM journal as of 19th July 2011.

5. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The 2012 meeting will be held in Liverpool. Invitations for proposals to host the 2013 TCES meeting is currently open. AEH mentioned that TERMIS may come back to the UK in a couple of years time and to consider this when planning future TCES meetings and potential combination as the previous London TERMIS/TCES meeting.

